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FORTHCOHING EVENTS

I{EDNESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER, 199f: 'TTHIRD REUNI0N 0F 151 I{ING AND NRC PERS0NNEL:
At the 0fficers'Mess, lmperial War Museum, Duxford, nr Cambridge, commencing
at 1100. CosL t18.85 to include entrance to the Museum where, we understand,
you will be able to see one of the Hurricanes recovered From North Russia. The

'tsuffet Lunch will be held in t.he 0fficers Mess, Book now, by letter, but SEND

N0 M0NEY - YtTl to Peter G Fearn, Broquet International Ltd., 54 Regent
Street, Rugby, Warwickshire CV21 2PS. Wives and friends invited.

SATURDAY 2] OCTOBER 199}:
ANNUAL DINNER DANCE AT IHE S}{ALLO}'I HOTEL, EAGLE DRM, N0RTHAMPT0N: Special
accommodation rates. Dancing to "Tempo Tyme". Combined booking forms and
further information from Les Jones, 35 Neargates, Charnock Richard, Chorley,
Lancs PR7 5EY. HURRY! HURRY!! HURRYII! Get a form by phoning Les (0257 791632)

SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 199]:
CENOTAPH MARCH: t,le will again be participatinq in the march together with the
Russian Convoy Club on Sunday 14 November. Get your ticket/pass by contacting
our Hon Secretary, Peter Skinner, The Anchoraqe, Burscott, Higher Clovelly,
Bideford, Devon EXl9 5RR. Tel:0217 431481.

SUNDAY 14 NOVEMBER 199]:
COMMEMORATION OF THE 'BATTLE 0F N0RTH CAPE' A Church Service to commemorate
Lhe sinking of KMS SCHARNH0RST on Boxing Day 1941 is being planned for
Remembrance Day to avoid the inconvenience of the Xmas Holiday. The service
wil] be held on the Quarterdeck of H.M.S. ts[LfAST at 10]0. Admission will be
by ticket only and will be in short supply. Adm.ission will be given to those
members who participated in the Battle of NorLh Cape. Contact our Chairman on
O51 487 9557 Lo have your name placed on the list.

9TH ANNMRSARY OF F0RMATIoN 0F NoRTH RUSSIA CLUB: "President's Members 0n]y
Reunion Supper" at Victory Services C1ub, Marble Arch, London. Details of
costs and availability of accommodation from our President, Chris. B. Tye'
5 Begonia Avenue, Gillingham, Kent MEB 6YD. Tel:0514 232884.

WEDNESDAY B DECEMBER 199]:
"CHRISTMAS LUNCH" AT H.M.S. DRAKE. A new departure in the social programme
this year is to be a Christmas Lunch or, as described in a previous issue of
Northern Light - a CHRISTMAS CRACKER. It is to be held in the Warrant 0fficers
and Senior Rates Mess, which, as most of you know from past experience, is in
Devonport, or "Guzzrr. A traditional Christmas menu has been arranged and it
will be opPortunity for all you D/JX's to see what the o1d place looks like
now. IL will also give you a chance to meet the Devon and Cornwall members who
are unabLe to travel to functions in other parts of the country. You could
a.Iso see the A.C.M.T. Memorial Font in St Nichalas'Church, just a few yards
from the Mess. Furlher delails of the font appear eJ.sewhere in the Northern
Light.Our President, Chris Tye, will attend but don't let that. put you off.
The Flag Officer Plymouth, Vice Admiral Sir Roy Newman, KCB and Lady Newman
will joj-n us for pre lunch drinks (1?OO - 1100) but are unfortunately unable
to stay for .Iunch, The Captain and First Lieut. of L0ND0N have also been
invited but their attendance depends on Lhe ship's whereabouts. The cost will
be f,,13.50, we know from past experience that the food is excellent. So why not.
start the festive season off by cominq t.o the South I'lest. Bookings ( form on
last page)6gst be returned by 29 November for security reasons. To P.A.Skinner
(Address above and on Page 2)

I{EDNESDAY 24 NOVEMBER 199]:
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EDITOR'S NOTES

FirstIy, I musL apologise to a number of members for the
poor quality of print in Lheir copies of Lhe special
edition of Northern Liqht, I in turn have comp.lained to the
J:rinLt:r arrd lrave investigated the reasons for'this sudden decline
in standards. l,ie now expect the quality to return to it's previous
level and Lo remain that way. Sorry, shipmates.

llowever, I know that many of you enjoyed reading about the
excc.llent monl-h thaL many of us parLicipated in, both at BA9] and
Lhe ol-her events during May, and your kind remarks and leLters are
much appreciated. At the Annual General Meeting on 24 JuIy, I
inFormcd those present that we are stiIl receivinq many useful
arliclcs for: use in the future. But now, another apology, this
tirne to tlrr-rse conLributors whose articles are delayed or not used.
It js a lrappy and encouragingrheadacherfor the ediLor. I also
inl'ormed the rneeting that I am prepared to continue as editor,
despiLc my scveral other interests. I say again, "To many members
the North Russia Club is what drops through their Ietter box'r.

Tlris cciition contains stories and reports flrom around thc
world. You rnay have lreen conflused when we reFerred to I'Away iront
Scapa" nnd "Away from Kol.arr, but you got the articles ri.ght. I
hope everyorre errjoye Lhenr!

Our December ieaue wiII be dedicated to the "Battle ofl North
Cape'r. Already, tho keel hae boen laid snd it is on the slipway -
at leasL twenty pagee are rcsdyr and includes long excerpta from
Admiral Bruce Freser'e oFficial communique. There is sLiII room
For your personal viewe end dlfferenL'glants'on the action.
rrWhaL was it like in the Boiler Room or Maqazine durinq the
action?" "V,lhat did you aoe from your acLlon station in Director
Tower?" "Did you meet sny of the Gorman trurvivoro?" YoL,r storiBB
as soon 8s possible, or aooner, ploaso.

Looking ahead to 1994, we have thc f'ol lrrwittq thomctl:-
l,lARCH: 'rTHE FLOWER CLASS C0RVETTES". Come ort you 13tlY0NYrs, tlllll-
D-6ErG, HEATHER's, CAMELLIA's, H0NEYSUCKLT 's, l- tJ IllS '$ ( or is i t
Lotii?), P0PPY's, SWEETBRIAR's and others. NoL lortlctLittrl I ror;ir
BLUtBtLL. Lets have your stories.

JUNE: "THE LIBERTY SHIPS". To commemorate the 5Ul-lt Atrtrivcrsary ttI
O-Oay. fne three remaining U.S. 'Libertys', LANE VICI0RY, .l0llN l'r/.

UR0ViN and JEREMIAH 0 'BRIEN will be visiting Normandy arrd U. K '
ports, wit.h U.S. veterans aboard. So, a1I you merchant servicc
Iads who served on a Liberty (whether it was British, Canadian or
Arnerican), iL's your turn and we await your yarns.

SEPTEMBER: "PRE-}{AR SAIL0RS" (Yes, I'm one of them), Iets have
some 'Lamp Swinqing' from t.he o1d saIts. About 'the days when a
"comrnission" meant two and a half years away from home and family -
perhaps in the Med, or on the China Station, or for the lucky
ones, the West. Indies. Back before the term H.0. was created' Not
Lou many runs down the Gut or Sister Street please.

DICtMBIR: The_long awaited "BIG SHIPS" edition! A certain bootneck
Colour Sergeanl has been threatening me with Jankers for the last
two ycars, because we do not fleature the baltleships enough. I've
gol- past Lhe days of two-fingered signs and profanity - so, it's
ovcr Lo you. If we can drag you away from the Uckers Board or the
Gr:f'fr:r Machine in the Canteen Flat!!

Should be another good year!

FFIOM: ADMIRAL StR EENJAM|N MTHUAST GCB AOC
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Chis, of Naval Staf,
and FiEt S€a Lo.d

D/cNS/530/08

P A Skinner
The Anchorage
Burscott
Higher C1ove1Iy
Bideford
Devon
EX39 5RR

A LETTER YOU ALL

rROM

l,a* rn.I'ao^,*,
Thank you so much for.y_our letter of 14 July which enclosed acopy of Northern Light. .r.rras very interested Lo hear news ofwhat is quite clearly an extremely actj.ve Association.
The June newsr-etter contained a wide variety of fascinatingarticles but with the Battle of Atlantic commemirati"ni-stirrfirmly in our mi.nds r. was particurar.r.y interested in the speciarEdition which r thought wal especiall! well done.

- 
I would be very pleased to receive future editions and Iwould-also be grateful i.f you courd pass on my very best regardsto all those of the North Russia Clu6.

q4

23 July 1993

vr *?

THI FIRST SEA LORD.
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A voly rlotrrl r'ur;ponsc to orlr request for stories I'Away from Kola,'. In t.hc
followin(l I)ir(lolj wLr will voyaqe from the Arctic 0cean, to the Greenland lioa,
Norwiry, lirap;r, llrrr At[,rntic, Llte Mediterranean and the Pacif,ic - you certairr)y
qct youl nl(lncyrii wurt.lt l | ! !

Resporrsc No 1: lly.l.ll.B. Hinton: "RIGHT TUNE, WRONG W0RDS": We had rescuccl ir
Gernrirtr airnr;rn ilr tlro Arr:Lic 0cean, and our M.0. (a veterinary surgeL)n bcfotc
jo.irrjrrg tlrc ll .N.V.ll) pul- him sLraight in the Sick Bay berth, fully cloLlrr:tl,
wiLh a qonorouL; t-ot. of brnndy,0n our way back, he began to improve in herrltlr
anci - orr applorrr.lrirrr; rquiotel condiLions and seas, near Scapa, and hr:arirrr; t lrrrl
tle would trc ltolclittr; n chttt'r--h serv.ice aboard before reachinq Scapa lrr: rrr;krrrl il
he coLtlri rrlt clrr j, llu wirs givcrr perm.ission - the wardroom was rict. ul) lur l
chapcl, wil.lr llrc M,(1, olf iciat.irrq. All went well until Llre r;cr:onrl lryrnrr wn
werc wr:l I t ltt r:urllt t.ltc :iccorrrl ve rtic of "(llorir:us lhings of lltrrr: rr, r ligrrrl<r.rr"
when Lo ttttl'ltttllol'wtt t'rttliurrtl ilrut. our []r:rman irirman was riirtr;ittr; I'l)rrrrllrr.lrlrrrrrl,
Deutr;r:ttl:rttrl IJlrtl' Allcr", lrilt trrrt.iutrirl iu)Lllt]rn, wlriclt lrir; llrr. rrrlrr lrrrrr'.
Ncedless t.o r;iry wc lrrrrlirrrl lrinr lrnck lr: lrir; lrick lrrry llrrnk!

Responsc No2: Ily.I.ll.tt. llirrtrrr: "lllt ll(lll.lR (lltAN'r: lll'45 :;(l{)tlll(;l lrrrrl rkrrrrr lwrr
consecutive boilcr clr:nns rrt. lir.rrlrrr - rrut llnirrr; rrlrlc trl rI.l rrrry lurrvn lrrr'lltrr
crew, As we I'cl-(ltncd Ltt ltomt: wnLnru, rrf l.ur rrtrrrtlrlt littrrrirrrr liortvrry, wn wr,t'rl
ordered Lo pror:ceci Lo Sorr;rn f-t-rr [rr;.i.lol clr,rrrr. llt,rrl i:;irrr; llrr: lrrrrrl lrrt irrrr rrf llro
crew, our skjlJper, l-icttt.. (lmdr. lnrr llnllottr tiitIttrlIlrl rlrlrolrr "Wrrnrrrr trrro(lrr lrrrlt,
and man musl- llave lris maLe - [roi lot' r:lonn rrt l,r'rrJrrr r:rrurr0rr .lrrrrlilrrrry rrrrrl lUrln"
I4ithin half an hour, a new itrsLlucL.ion r:umu [.o ur; - "Prrrr:rrr,rl I o llrrnyt lrrrl

Response No 1: By Peter Crowshav, our Linisorr 0l'tir:r:r irr Arrntrrrlirr: t'ltlt:KY
SHIP": (A story writ.ten whilsb aLt-errtJirrg a cI;rsr; at.'rlJjA" - llrc
the Third Ag.) : Ihis account. might not have tteen wr.i l.t.r,rn
intervention of what, for a better word, I would call Ifato".

Univrrrriil:y rrl
bul l'or t lru

The cheer.Iess, turbulent waters between Ice-land arrrl t:lrr: lrl cirk
faroe Islands where storms are spawned, are not the ideal IocaLjon lor'
crui:;ing in either peace or war and I always sympathise with the tr.aw.ler.mr:rrr
who plied their trade there. However, iL was in that stretch of gale bert-t.crr:cl,
horribly churned up sea this story begins aboard HMS NEWCASTLE, a 9 000 t-rrrr
cruiser wiLh twelve B" guns, patrolling monotonously, in company with, thourllt
thlrty miles away, the'1918 vintage cruiser HMS DILHI, but still doing her biL
with the aid of much T.L.C. lrom her engine room department.

Our other f1ank, sixly miles away, was treing covered by the arnrod
merchant cruiser RAWALPINDI, an ex P&0 liner of 16r697 tons, armed with 5"
guns, one o1'many similarly transformed liners pressed into service with lhe
FLeet for wartime duty.

This was the "Northern Patrol" and our Lask wai the interception
ol any vessel attempting to run Lhe blockade of German ports. Grey seas, grey
sky, qrey slrip, Lhe watches passed slowly with the same monotonous reqularity
in the intense co.Id. There was no specia.l issue of Arctic cloth.ing in those
earJy days of the war and the open bridge of NII,ICASTLE offered little
protect.i.on 1'rom tire cutting wind, this was winLer - November 2)r 1939. Sane
rnventive qenius had made boxes filled wiLh straw Lo put our leet int.o to
off-set the co1d. [very lit.tle helped on the frigid bridge.

I was fortunate this day, to have rostered lor duty in the SignaI
Disl.rj buLion 0ffice below the deck, in charqe of some very young, very
inexperi enced S:iqnal raLings. I always marvelled al the way these lads
acceptsd thelr 1ot, beinq pitch forked straight from Civvy Street j.nto the
Roy:rl Navy afLcr a shorl- training speIl into this unkind environment.
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I had been in Signals since Boys Tra.ining Ship GANGES in 19f1 and

had served in various types of ship from aircraft carrier to destrover in both
the l4editerranean and Home Fleets. The palestine campaign and the spanish
civil war had been my proving ground. Now, as a Leading Signalman it was myjob to pass on that experience to the Green Hands,

Ever since sailors started manning ships they have tended to put
.them in catagories, "Happy Ship,', "Tough Ship,,, "Taut Ship", etc. To NEIJCASTLEI would apply the term "LUCKY SHIP"; in light of my experiences aboard her. Ifirst sighted her from the bridge of the destroyer GRIFFEN in the Med. duringthe combined Freet manouvres with the Home Fleet, she was one of the citi
cfass of nine modern cruisers. with sliqhtly raked back funnels and racy rinel
they made a grand sight as they swept past our flotilla.

By a quirk of faLe my next ship after a spell of foreign leave
from GRIFFEN was NEWCASTLE and it was over her messdeck speakers that I heard
chamberlain's voice announcing the decl.aration of war against Hitler's
Germany.

l,le were quickly ready for sea, complete wiLh fuel and ammunition
and on our way to join the Northern Patrol in those bleak frozen waters where
every watch became an ordeal and even be1ow, on the messdecks not much better.

My First Dog Watch in the S.D.0. was progressing normally when the
l^lireless 0ffice voicepipe shattered the carm with the lnnouncement
'rlmmediate from RAWALPINDI to all ships I am being attacked by
battleship DEUTSCHLAND. Timed 1545',

The engines commenced an urgent beat as we heeled to our new
course to intercept at our best speed in the pounding waves, and shortly
Captain Figgins, voice on the Tannoy announced ,'l,le are proceeding at oui
maximum speed to assist RAWALPINDI who is being attacked by a pocket battle-
ship. Assume First Degree of Readiness't.

The old DTLHI had broken |{,/T silence to inform RA|,,ALPINDI that she
was coming to her assistance thereby upsetting any chance of surprising the
enemy. I could imagine our captain's emotions at the moment, he was lik;d byhis officers and crew, half of whom were Hostillties 0n1y ratings, he knew, as
we alI did, that our ship stood Little chance against the fire power of a
p?"!?t battleship. I personally had encountered these ships during the Spanish
civil war where they had used their guns to support Franco's reqi;e. They had
well trained and disciplined crews with efficient gunnery which, with thej.r g"
guns could out distance our 5'r main armament.

The almosphere in the S.D.0. remained tense.and time seemed todraq despite the increase of signal traffic, mosL of which was coded and
marked,Immediale". Through the evening seas we ploughed, Arctic night was
closing in and sleet squalls lashed the exposed positions. Nothing hid been
seen of DELHl, she was probabty taking a pounding from the wild sea.

"Bridge - S.D.0,", the voice of my mate yeoman of Signals Maclean
on the Bridge, "lrle have RAWALPINDI in sight, come up and take a look".

Grabbing a duffle coat I scrambled up the ladder from the FlaE
Deck into the biting cord of the compass Platform crowded with muffleci
figures, I recognised l"lac's burly figure and accepted his proffered binoculars
needing no direction. The glare on t.he horizon coul.d mean only one thing,
RAWALPiNDI was a blazing torch against the leaden background. Then, as the gip
shortened something else became apparent, silhouetted againsl the glare oi ihedying RAI,/ALPINDI was the stark .image of a battleship barely moving. Our
sighting report was quickly passed down to the V,l/T 0ffice. .,'

From the bridge of the battLeshi.p a liqht began to bLink ..... UI,4

uM G0 G0 FOLGEN, Mac read the message as received to the caplain, we stood
transfixed, certain that she was signalJ"ing us, RAITIALpINDI had reported her to
be DIUTSCHLAND because that vesse] was report.ed to be at large with her
attendant PRINZ EUGEN. Were we mistaken as her?

Unknown to the Admiralty, both ships had been withdrawn baek to
their home porl where DEUTSCHLAND had been renamed LUTZ0},i as Hitler was
fearful that she might be sunk bearing the name of the Fatherland.

At that moment as the battleship commenced t.o turn, a heavy squall
of sleet and rain swept across the scene, the whore area was blanketed and we
were blind, there was no radar in those early days of war. NEWCASTLE had been
ordered not t.o engage the enemy but to shadow until heavier units of the Fleet
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were in {iupl)or[: hut., too late, we had.]ost her and though we searched for
hours, evcrr Lr1;.irrLo the [jords of Iceland, beiore jo.ining the main F]eeL un-its
irr thc lrunL, s;lro lracl virrrished completely toqether with her consort.

I'rom jnformati.on obtained lrom the book "Hitler's Naval 14ar", I
only lecerrLly reallscd lrow lucky NEWCASTLE was on that disastrous night. The
battle cruiser tiNt.lSNAU, carrying the flag ol Admiral, Marschall, operaling
.witfr hr:r sistor slrip StlllARNH0RST, Germany's heaviest units in commission had
sailed fronr Llre Nolwegian Fiords two days earfier, with orders lo destroy the
Northerrr ['at.ro.l irrrd creatc havoc among the Atlant.ic convoys as the bat.t]eship
GRAI' Sl'It wir:; t.lo incl .irr Lhc South At]ant.ic.

Ilre l:wt: r;lti ps.; were operating t.wenty miles apart searching for
victims wlrcrr S[]llAllNllOlilil s;ighl-ed RAWALPINDI and, taking her as an ordinary
nrercltarrt vcs:;cl irLtackr:d wrth her 11" guns. l,lit.hin minutes most of the bridge
personnel worc dcilrJ, including Captain Kennedy ( iather of N.R,C. Honorary
Member, I urlov i r: Kcnncdy ) , but not before she had transmitted her sighting
teporL by W,/1, arrd had replied wit.h several rounds from her 5" quns which
registered hil.:; orr lrcr adversary.

UNl lSNAti r:losorl her and joined in the act.ion until, RAWALPINDI was
blazing from sLcnt Lo st.crrr, Lhen signalled SCHARNH0RST to pick up survivors,
buL short..ly;:l'lorwards, having only rescued one boat 1oad, the flagshil:
sight.ed NTWCAS It-L i rr Lhc l'a j .l ing liqht and Admiral l,larschaf .I decided it was
agairrsL Llre plan Io br: drnwrr into a fight, not knowing how many F]eet. units
were presr:nt. eln(l l l.lsl[(l Llrr: sir_1rral that Yeoman McLean read, (decoded it read
"FolIow mr:" ) .

0rrt: L:loadr;irlc f'ront [:hci.r ma j n batter.ies wou]d have annlhilated us,
our !lLrns wero no rrrat cl:, Llrourllt wiLh a bj.t of Nel.son's touch we could have gone
down fiqhtinq. llowcvr,rr, Llte ClrgtLirirr ltad his orders from C in C ....."Shadow
the enemy".

ltru:r r:ommr",rrcr:d t.hc clr.cat.ost Naval lrunl- of' tlte war as f leet unil_s
from alI poirrls of Llte cornpit:;l; wr:rc r:al lcd .in. Ihc bat.l_leships RODNtY and
NtLSON and the Frcnch DUNKIRQtJt, wiLlr Llre baLLle cr.uir:r:r ll00D and elghL
cru-isers and two flolillas of destrr:yers, combod t-he norLlrcrrr waters for three
days and found nothirrrg, I-lre erremy had vanishcd.

The crafty Admiral Marsclrall had headr:d str;ri qht. for the Arct,ic
and then doub.led back close in to the Norwegian coasL unLil Llrey r.eached the
safety of Wifhelmshaven - the proverbia.l ncedle in a haysLack!

0n their return the Admiral was reprimandcd by the German Naval
High Command for failing to sink NEWCASTLT. I am glad Lirat he made thal:
decision - I owe him one! along with all NIWCASTLETs ships comlrany orr t_haL.
fatal night. I doubt there would have been any survivors to tell tire tale.

I have read much about NEI,iCASTLE's subsequent actions through
various war documentations. She acquit.ed herse.l-f weff, but, the question still
plagues me, "1,,/hy were we spared'r?

(tditor please note: the Captain of, NEWCASTLE's name was Fiqqin::,
not Kennedy as is stat.ed in "Hitlerts Naval War,,. He rose irom the lower deck
(Boy Seaman) and was a real gentleman and I oflten wonder what happened to him?
Iditor's rcply: Captain F:ggins has another c]aim to fame! in 1935 \e assessecl
rne as "Very Good - Sat.isfactory', and his signature (autograph?) is on my
service document I

Response No 4: By G.M. Clarke, another from Down Under: "NEIICASTLE AGAINT,: An
incidcnl thaL happened in the South Atlantic nearl-y 50 yearg aqo when I was in
NI,/0ASTL-[-. We came upon a supply ship, German of course, and put one across
her bows, and she sLopped, being scutt.ted by the crew, who took to the
boat:;.lhey wcre ordered back to their ship but tossed their oars as an act ol
defiancc. 0Lrr skipper then ordered t.he port pom pom to open fire over their
hearls. Jhis had no effecL so we fired again with a round going right. through
thc lifeboat-, ki llinq five or slx oi the crew. l,/e got them aboard our ship,
includinq Llrr: dead. This is a very short mention of what. happened, but I can
rcmcmber Lo Llris day, when I was helping the Sailmaker to sew up the bodies
for brrrial. llancJing nre Lhe needle and saying, I'Put one through the nose Nobby
and l'irri'h wjLlr ;: c.love hitch', They were buried at. sea the next day in the
customary way. I have nevet seen mention of this episode in any form before. I
still lrirvc a Iew phoi-os of the incident.

her last. sailing for
submari nc SEAL

Response No 5: By Bernard Ash:
H.M.S. SUFF0LX: SUFF0LK sailed

"THE BOMBARDMENT OF STAVANGER AERODROHE BY
from Scapa FIow on 16 April 1940. it vras to be

to help her. Appeal after appeal being made
obviously no point in her attempting t.o keep

a long time. That nighl she made a rendezvous with the
, v/hose job it was to prn-point the position for her and make

ready to start lhe bombardrnent at iirst tight.
In preparation she catapulted off, flrst or.1e, then t.he other ol

,her l/allus anrphiblan p.Iarres and waited for sight ol a flare *hich a Hudson
aircrafl of coasLal command was due to drop over the airf,ield to mark the
target,

Both Lhese air operat.ions vrent wrong: Radio contact with both
llalrus aircralt was "blacked out" as so ofl-en happened in those parts, so that
llre; became useless "spotters" for the 1'ai.1 of shol. l(hilst t.he Hudson
attracted an extraordinary quantity of flack to jtself! vlhich made the llare
quite undistinguishable from the qeneral firevrork dispray t.hat vras going on.

None Lhe less, SUFFBLK stuck to her scltedule and opened fire at
t.he appointed time. In three runs she fired two hundred and two rounds from
her B" guns at a range of 20,000 yards. She did, indeed, inilict. heavy
casualties upon the German troops, and damage to the airfieid, incruding the
setting ab-laze ol t'o large petrol dumps - but the damage was nothing like
as heavy as had been -intended and certainly not heavy enough lo put the
airf,ield completely out of action, owing to its size.

A few minut.es after 0500 she completed her last run and made off
to sea at thirtv knots. Having put some distance between herself and the enemy
held coast, she reduced speed and turned due north to carry out a sweep that
she had been ordered to make on her way home. At this point she expected to
nake eonlact with an R.A.F. long range fighter escort, but like all other
aeriaf ','entures of this operation, the rendezvous did not materialize. The
frghlers had expecled to find her sailing cfoser in shore.

At 0825 the first of t.he German bombers spotted her and from then
unt.il aller 1500 she was more or fess continuously under att.ack from lhe air -
vril-hout a single friendly plane
for fighter supporL! (Ther:e was
radio silence).

l'/hen the acLion was eventually over she hacl shipped aboard 2r500
lons of sea iqater and the sleering gear |/as rendered usefess. she steamed the
fast one hundred and sixty-four miles on her screws alone and just managed to
make scapa flow with seas breaking over her submerqed quarter deck. Opeiat.ion
Duck had ended - fives were losl - and a valuable ship was out of act.ion.

It was obvious from the continuous bombing she sustained that the
orders to the German air crews urasrrsink the Suffolk". Although eiforts t.o gel
air support for ourse-lves failed, and we were under I 5 minutes notice to
abandon ship, units of the fleeu came out from scapa t.o escort us t.he last few
miles to base, where we r4ere towed to shallow waLer where irantic work was
carried cut to plug the holes in her hull caused by shrapnel from near misses,
and to make her seaworthy for towing to the cryde for repairs. In the meantime
there was much ado onboard, getting the wounded to hospital. Divers were
|equired to qo down insicre the flooded after part of the ship, to recover the
dead. Then tlrere vras the cleaning up of the bodies for jdentificatjon and
preparing them for burial at Lyness Cemelery.

SUFf0LK'= te_pql__-g_i !hg_i$_l_S!.-L There were preciseIv thirty three
bombinqatra@bombsp1ashesFromnearmissesat
'ari,inq d.istances from the sh.ip. Twenty one of the attacks were bv high level
bombers. The remalning twelve were much more deadly, by stuka d-ive bombers.
Had lhe stukas been more pract.iced lhan they appeared surFOLK would have been
1r'inq on the botlom of the sea! As it was they scored just. one direcL hit,
this enLered the starboard side of the ship aft, and abreast ,'X" B,' turret,
t.hen dovrn through the boiler room turning through the bulkhead to the cordite
handling space, therr onwards towards,,X,,turret lvhere iL exploded. Damaging
her v;eapons machinery very seriously ancl caus.ing expJosions. leaving a trail
of dead and wounded - other mjsses caused damage oi varying degrees.

Response No 5: By Fred Hardy: "AB0ARD 5.S. ANTEN0R IN THE S0UTH ATLANTIC,'
ApproximateJ.v twefve hours before runnjnq into Frectown, Sierra Leone, on a
verv calm sea and pitch black night 1 think it_ was:bout 0200 when the crew


