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C.B.TYE, 5 Begonia Avenue, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6YD.
Tel: 0634 232884

J.R.DAVIS, 17 Walton Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 8QU
Tel; 081 422 4760

R.D.SQUIRES, MBE, 28 Westbrook Road, Gateacre, Liverpool,
1.25 2PX. Tel: 051 487 9567

Position Vacant.

P.A.SKINNER, The Anchorage, Burscott, Higher Clovelley,
Bideford, Devon EX39 5RR. Tel: 0237 431481

[L.S.R.PHELPS, 89 Tyle Teg, Burry Port, Llanelli,
Dyfed SA16 OSR. Tel: 0554 834 935.

A.D.HORNE, 30 Hamble Road, Sompting, Lancing,
Sussex BN15 OES. Tel: 0903 762466

L.A.SULLIVAN, 2 Broadlawn, Woolavington,
Bridgwater, Somerset TA7 8EP. Tel: 0278 683579.

S. BATEMAN, 70 Nickleby House, All Saints Road,
Portsmouth, Hants PO1 4EL. Tel: 0705 817775.

L.JONES (National & Northern Reunions) Tel 0257 791632.
35 Neargates, Charnock Richard, Chorley, Lancs PR7 SEX.
M.WILLIAMS (Southern & South Reunions) Tel:0703 775875,
87 Olive Road, Coxford, Southampton SO1 6FT.
J.ROUSELL (Southern Reunions) Tel; 0243 583479

2 Wick Lane, Felpham, Bognor Regis, Sussex

D.BROOKE (Art Work) Tel: 0424 444548

5 Gloucester Cottages, Hastings, East Sussex TN34 3HN
A.BYRNE (Minute Secretary) Tel: 0274 881821

28 Southlands Grove, Thornton, Bradford, West Yorks BD13 3DG
J.CLARKE Tel: 0708 520685.

67 Hayes Drive, Rainham, Essex RM13 7EL.

D.ALLEN Tel: 0233 637250

11 Wiston Avenue, Ashford, Kent TN23 1LY.
T.W.ADAMS BEM. Tel 051 632 3980.

23 Derwent Road, Meols, Wirral , Merseyside 147 8XY
W.FORD (Reunions M.C.) Tel: 051 428 3247.

20 Dee House, Ribble Road, Gateacre, Liverpool L.25 5PR
G.SHELTON Tel: 0702 292041

70 Caulfield Road, Shoeburyness, Essex SS3 9LN.
R.J.WREN, (A.C.M.T.) Tel: 0707 655846

13 Sherwood Avenue, Potters Bar, Herts EN6 21D

BRONMEERHERMEHRANMRMAWN

Firstly, and most important, a big 'Thank You' from Peggy and I
to all of you who sent greetings messages, cards, (and bottles!), on
the celebration of our Golden Wedding. We tried hard to keep it a
strictly family affair, but no success - the Buzz got round and we
were very pleased to share our big day with many of you.

Secondly, our sincere congratulations to Sir Ludovic Kennedy on
his Knighthood announced in the Birthday Honours List. As many of you
know, Sir Ludovic has done sterling work for us, particularly when we
had real problems with awards of Commemorative Medals. His interest
in our club is much appreciated and we all know that the honour is
well deserved. We sent him a letter of congratulations on your
behalf.

"THE REAL COLD WAR" Our President's book, or, as he prefers to
call it - 'The book about you', is on the slipway at last. This after
almost ten years of effort, with days, months or even years
sacrificed or lost in the interests of other work for our club. from
the days of our formation until the present time. All good things are
worth waiting for. I am sure that many, many of you will now fill in
the enclosed pre-publication order form to ensure early delivery and
avoid disappointment. .

Some newer members are still asking us to apply on their behalf
for the award of the Soviet Commemorative Medal. These medals can now
only be obtained by personal application in writing to M.0O.D. So,
save yourselves any unnecessary delay (but there is bound to be some)
Make your application to: Director of Pay & Pensions, Medals Section,
Centurion Building, Grange Road, Gosport, Hants PO13 9YZ.

As your chairman I gain a lot of satisfaction from the fact that
new entries to our club continue to out-number the losses suffered
through Crossings of the Bar, etc. I am sure that there is a long life
left in our unique club yet. Some members have expressed concern that
activities and interest will wane once all of the 50th anniversary
celebrations have passed. Inevitably, 'Old Father Time' will catch
up with us all one day. But we can take an example from the 0Old
Contemptibles - they kept going for many years after their fiftieth,
so why shouldn't we? We have never enrolled 'Associate Members'’,
preferring to keep our club unique. Guests are always very welcome at
all of our functions nevertheless. Wearing my other (editor's hat) I
personally hope to keep the editorship for many years yet - unless of
course, you ever decide that a new face (or typing fingers) are
required.

As we approach out tenth birthday, I am sure that we must say
'Ta' to the boys from Polyarnoe and Archangel in Naval Parties 100
and 200 who launched us in 1984. At least we can now say "Barrack
Stanchions" do have some use after all. The advertisement that
started it all is published on page 26. :
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JHDIOIR 'S NOowES

We hope that your postman will deliver this edi?ion in time to
meet the 'September' publishing date. We had it pracﬁ1ca11y rgady to
go to print in mid-July, but met one or two snags in producing the

final draft copy.

The contents are a little different from previous editions,
which meets our aim of giving you plenty of variety. It is also hoped
that the clearer type will help you enjoy your reading.

Many thanks to all our contributors, whether you be a regular or

just an occasional or one-off scribe. There must be many more pf you
who could produce something of interest for us all. This is one
instance when you can be of service by being a volunteer! The themes
for the next four issues are as follows;

N.L. No 39: December 1994: "SURVIVORS" - we expect some unusual and
interesting stories from you, we already have some. Were you a
survivor of EDINBURGH?, TRINIDAD?, DENBIGH CASTLE?; GOSSAMER?; one
of the dozen 'EMPIRE' boats that were lost?, were you landed in the
Kola ports and have an odd story to tell? Were you rescued without
getting your feet wet? It is important that your stories are rgcordgd
not only for our own members as the Northern Light is also filed in
the British Library as well as in several universities and
museums .

N.L. No 40: March 1995: "CONVOY PQ18" - a theme that we had intendgd
to use ages ago. We have numerous members who served on the shlps_ln
this horrific convoy in September 1942. Come on lads, your stories
please.

N.L. No 41: June 1995; "V.E. AND V.J. DAYS" This edition is to be
published between the 50th anniversaries of these two momentous
days, so where were you? and what were you doing? I know that many of
you had moved on from Russian convoy duties to the Far East —}ihad! We
remind you of that famous epitaph on the memorial at Kohima:
"When you go home, tell them of us and say,
For your tomorrow, we gave our today!"

N.L.No 41: September 1995: "HOSTILITIES ONLY" The date will now be
nearing the 50th anniversary of when you began to look forwgrd to a
demob suit (and trilby) and the approach of Civvy Street again - you
all did a great job, so this Northern Light is to be dedicated to all
H.Os. It's over to you lads, you have a free choice. There must be an
H.O. somewhere who has waited more than 50 years to tell wmy
fortune!!!

Of course, we will still require your other contribupionn and
articles, to keep the Northern Light on an even keel. Also, it any of

you have ideas for special themes, please let me know.
RDS Fali Lo
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FORITSICONING EVENTS, TOURS, & REUNIONS

FRI/SAT.21ST/22ND OCT. 1994: TRAFALGAR NIGHT, A.G.M. and ANNUAL
DINNER DANCE at The Swallow Hotel, Eagle Drive, Northampton. Hotel
Tariff - Special Rates for N.R.C. members on 21/22/23 October, state
N.R.C. membership number when booking. Les Jones has special booking
forms for accommodation and dinner, together with printed directions
to venue. SAE please - Les's address etc on page 2.

PLEASE ARRIVE IN TIME FOR A.G.M. (see separate pamphlet with this
edition). PROPOSALS AND BUSINESS FOR A.G.M. SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO
THE HON SECRETARY AT LEAST 28 DAYS PRIOR TO MEETING.

SUN.13TH NOV. 1994: REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - CENOTAPH MARCH: We will
again be marching in the Arctic Convoy group together with our
colleagues from the Russian Convoy Club. You are reminded that passes
are required to gain access to the assembly point on Horse Guards
Parade. Applications for passes to be made to Peter Skinner, NOW!
WED 23RD NOV. 1994: 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORMATION, PRESIDENT'S
BUFFET LUNCH & REUNION at The Victory Services Club, Seymour Street,
Marble Arch London, 1100 to 1600. Members Only, but guests welcome.
Bookings to the President, Chris B Tye, address etc on Page 2.
SAT/SUN 26/27 NOV. 1994: 10TH ANNIVERSARY OF FORMATION DINNER &
SOCIAL at The Bradford Hotel, Tithebarn Street, Liverpool. 4 course
dinner, Followed by entertainment by the 20-strong Merseyside Barber
Shop Singers (two 30 minute spots) and Nineteen Forties Disco.
Accommodation available at hotel. Event will include a wreath laying
service at the Arctic Campaign Memorial & Mast at Liverpool Parish
Church and a tour of the original Western Approaches Headquarters at
Derby House (now renamed Walker House). Booking forms may be obtained
from Dick Squires or Les Jones - addresses on page 3. Book early,
numbers limited for accommodation (47 en suite rooms).

WED.7TH DEC 1994: "OGGIE LAND" CHRISTMAS LUNCH IN THE SENIOR RATES
MESS AT H.M.S. DRAKE. £15 per person. 12 noon for 1300. State car
registration, make and colour if using own car. Book with Peter
Skinner.

JERSEY REUNION 1995: At the direct invitation of Bob Smale, NRC
member and proprietor of the Hotel, arrangements are being made to
hold the third re-union of North Russia Club in the Channel Island of
Jersey. Details of itinerary are yet to be finalised but the venue is
the same as for our previous two visits - THE WESTHILL HOTEL.

A full programme will be arranged with excursions, Remembrance
Parade for the 50th Anniversary in Europe as well as the 50th
Anniversary of Liberation Day. There will be entertainment in the
hotel each evening. The dates are May 6 to 13, (or 7 to 14 where
required). Numbers will be limited to the capacity of the Hotel. Full
details will be announced soon but to assist with planning, anyone
interested should contact Les Sullivan NOW. Address on page 2.
TOURS TO MURMANSK, ARCHANGEL, POLYARNOE AND ST PETERSBURG 1995: All
details are not yet to hand but the plan is for NRC & RCC to travel to
St.Petersburg (early May), to take part in the Russian Navy's
preliminary programme for Victory Day, as guests of the Russian Navy
(Admiral Kasatanov). Thence the party will split, with participants
going to the port of their choice, i.e. Murmansk or Archangel, to be
there to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Victory Day. Full
programmes are being arranged in both cities. If your choice is
Archangel please contact Bob Allan, The Moorings, Swinehill,
Harlaxton. Grantham, Lincs, stating that you are a NRC member. All
other enquiries to Dick Squires or Peter Skinner - page 2.
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DALY HERALD - Saturday January 9, 1943.

IT'S JUST A DAY TO JACK

Router's sapoecial correspondent with the Home Fleet, Arthur

Oakeshott, who recently travelled

to Murmansk on the previous

spectacular Arctic convoy, tells the story of a trip in a British
destroyer typical ot the day-by-day operational round of the men
who keep the northern convoy lanes open.

We wer e L he leading
destroyer of a force encorting a
battleship and cruiser. 1 will

call her "M."

One ol the latest ol the
"Lightning" c¢laws, wshe 1o nol
much longer than sy London
buses placed ond to end and
not much wider eithe:

IL is only hinting at the
force of the galen in the depths
of the northern wateis Lo smay
that hundreds of tons ol ey
walter would cranh on the deck ol

our little nhip in one wave a
wave L hat T e ol capntan
covers 01 Hnapped a Hloal
stanchion an N i were A
carrot .

very tew  minubon, Fove

days on end, wave aller wave
pound the decl, causing "M" 1o

shudder trom ntoem Lo nbern ron
from one side Lo the ol e

Then, shaling hernolld thie
would resume an evon keel, only
to meet anot her wave . amdd | he
whol e porlormance wort bl Fiis
repeatod ovar ad over agaln
This cont bned Fovi daye [
end.

NIVER DRY

Dur i ng waloh chiang bog,
ofticern and men have Lo make
thetr way torward Lo Uhe b Lidge
all the time o perll of Thels
Livens, an wave allar wave seemed
bent on nweopiog Phem tonta Hhe
s0d

Again and agaln olflflcers
and  men o would getuin to the
comparal fve combart  aof "halow
doeckn" amd oy e b sonlden
clothing ot wlecti e healeis,
but qgo on o walch agaln heloure any
degren ol i ynonas hiadd hean
obltalned

Fvery Tow minnles colosunl

waves would smash over the
fo'c'sle and drench everyone,
from the skipper to the look-out
men .

Water would stream down
the hatches and ladders, which
have to be open all the time,
and flood living quarters to the
very bowels of the ship.

Hammocks and blankets,
ntowed away at  "lash up and
wltow", wore soaked, and in these
men had to sleep whenever sleep
wan ponsiblo.

Andd all the Lime thae
howling of the wind, the crash
of tons ol water, the ship!
creals and groans ol protesl as
she tool The bulleting.

"M" o would top o monstous
wave, wilh her gcrews racing in
the aly, Fhen  hit the walon
agaln with a cranh and dive deep
downn tnlo the Lrough

Thieomghe ao b D bl mae balbrom

ol slorm  aml gale, wind o
woal het we falnlalned conlbact
wihth Ul "hat tle  wagon® by
Lo

e b man 1onaw coming oll

the bhieidge at The ond ol hi
waloh would have sall encrusted
round hiw eyen., Salt cellars
could have been il led with what
I waw on men's faces.

Iut how cheerful the men
were! On one mess deck they had
thels Chrintmas turkey strung
up and were plucking.

CAROLS AMID GUNS

Late on Christmas Eve we
came back to port and lashed up
to an oiler for refuelling for
anolhor trip.

When all was "buttoned
up, " we retired to the wardroom
for cocoa. Suddenly we heard
music and went up on deck.

We found a party of sailors
accompanied by one man on a
cornet - singing Christmas
carols. It had gone midnight and
was Christmas Day now.

And these men sang - they
sang "Silent Night, Holy Night"
standing on a gun platform.

Number One (the First
Lieutenant) said to me just
before we retired to bed: "I'm
afraid this has been very dull
for you, Reuter. Just a routine
trip with nothing to write
about."

It was the routine - the
routine of +the men of the
destroyers who do all the dirty
jobs, facing gale, hurricane,
typhoon, snow, wind, sleet,
rain and icy cold. They grouse
but they nevercomplain (there's
a difference you know).

~And then the men in
destroyers were deprived of
"hard lying money" because it
was decided that modern des-
troyers were too comfortable to
merit the payment.
000000000
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"READY?2!"

DECK OFFICER ATTEMPTING TO GET UNDER WAY

YOU CAN'T GET ALONG WITHOUT THE ENGINE DEPARTMENT!
ppdpdrdhdrdppdpdplpapahpePIraPaPraR

From Submariners Times.

(S.0.C.A. Meréeyside Branch)

The love of a beautiful maiden
And the love of a strong true man
And the love of a baby unafraid
Has existed since time began.

But the greatest 1love,

the love of loves,

Even greater than that of a mother
Is the tender, passionate, infinate love
Of one drunken sod for another.

The provenance of the above is lost in the mist of time,
wish I could claim responsibility for it.

Mick Jones.






