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G O V E R N O R G E N E R A L AMD P R I N C E S S A L I C E V I S I T S I G N A L S C H O O L 
Inspect Buildings, Technical Classrooms. 

H. R. H. Inspects Hospital, Wrens Living Quarters 
January 16th found an' air of expectancy and tension in Signal School 

on the event of an official visit from His Excellency the Governor General of 
Canada and Her Royal Highness the Princess Alice. This was the first visit 
paid to H . M . C . Signal School by the Governor General and wil l be rememb­
ered as one of the highlights in the School's career. Accompanying the Earl Of 
Athlone and Her Royal Highness to the school were Sir Arthur Shuldham 
Redfern, K . C . V . O . , private secretary to the Governor General, Miss Vera 
Grenfell, lady in waiting and Capt. Neville Ussher, Aide de camp. 

From the time the Governor General's car drove through the gates at 
1115 and received the first salute from Patrolman George White until their 
Excellencies left, there was an atmosphere of alertness in the base. As the car 
drove into the Signal School the alert was sounded on the bugle and the 
Governor General's flag was broken from the truck of No. 1 mast. After 
taking coffee in the wardroom, the Vice-Regal party accompanied by Captain 
Musgrave, Commander Stanton, Commander Matheson, Commander Affleck-
Graves and Commander Gorely then proceeded to Bldg. 53 where they were 

met by Master at Arms Hilton who led an inspection tour of the base. Also* 
assisting in the tour were R.P.O. Robert Crisp, R.P.O. John Neill and Chief 
Yeoman Curnow. 

Both the Governor General, who wore the uniform of Major General, 
and the Princess Alice, wearing the uniform of a Rear Admiral W.R.C.N.S.„ 
showed a marked interest in everything they saw as they visited the men's 
living quarters, main messdeck and galley, Chapel, dental clinic, stores and 
the Library. On completion of their tour the party returned to the wardroom 
for luncheon.. 

Addressing the Ship's Company as they assembled in the drill hall in 
the afternoon the Governor General stressed the Importance of Communica­
tions in the Navy and conveyed to the assembled ship's Company the best 
wishes of himself and Princess Alice. Immediately following his address he 
made an inspection tour of the Instructional Bldgs. while Her Royal Highness 
visited the hospital, Wrens Quarters and Wrens Technical Instructional rooms. 

At 1500 their Excellencies drove to the Knights of Columbus Hut in St. 
Hyacinthe and from there to the City Hall where they met the Mayor of 
St. Hyacinthe and visited the Red Cross Work Rooms in the hall. 
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Rehabilitation 

2,355 Ex-Service Men and Women 
Receive Benefits 

Figures released on November 
28 1944, by the Department of 
Veterans' Affairs showed that du­
ring the month of October 2,355 ex-
sorvice men and women of this 
war received benefits under the 
Post-1 Xscha rge Re - establishment 
cruer. 

K E E P I N G P A C E W I T H 
D I S C H A R G E S 

During this period, 14,202 jobs 
•were found for veterans of which 
10,973 wont to veterans of this 
war, and 3,229 to ex-service men of 
t :ie last war. As the army discharg­
ed only 3,931 during October, this 
indicates that' National Selective 
Service, in co-operation with the 
Department of Veterans' Affairs, is 
r. ore than keeping pace with dis­
charges. 

Of the 2,353 benefits paid during 
the month, only 301 of these were 
grants to unemployed veterans for 
whom no suitable work was avail­
able, and only 157 of these grants 
were still in effect at the end of 
tiie month. 

Also in effect at the end of Oct-
eher were 259 grants for veterA's 
waiting returns from farms or busi-
rcsses, 53 for temporarily incapa­
citated, 1,458 for ex-service men 
and women taking vocational train­
ing, and 349 receiving' maintenace 
giants while continuing higher 
education. A total of $113,961.41 
was paid in benefits to ex-service 
men and women, under the Post-
Discharge Re-estab',ishjEuent order, 
during the month of ' October. Of 

.•this total $83,009.20 |ras paid to 

. veterans taking vocational training 
•or higher education which wi l l 
eventually re-establish them more 
firmly and on a higlfer plane in 
i i v i l life. 1 
r 

€ V E T S ' L A N D AfcT I N 
f ^ J D P E R A T I O N 

According to a statement made 
by the Director of the Veterans' 
Land Act on November ! 8, 1944, a 

.program calling for the const .ruct­
ion in 1945 of 3,000 new homes on 
small holdings across Canada has 

"been drawn up. 1,100 of these hold­
ings wi l l be located in Ontario. To 
•date, approximately 100 returned 
l i en have been settled-on farms 
iuid small holdings under the Act. 

Combined TA TB Classes 
Make Third Tims Lucky 

The winners of the January 
battle for the W / T Profic iency 
Cup were host. " T A " and " T B " 
classes wh ich at one time were 
two separate classes but wh ich 
have since been combined under 
one instructor, C .P .O. Te l . B a n -
field, due to a marked deletion 
in their numbers. W i t h a top score 
of 92.3% the combined classes 
came through to w i n on the th i rd 
occasion that they have competed 
for the trophy. They were con­
ceded a very good chance of w i n ­
ning and came through with the 
goods. Runners -up were " T C " 
class w i t h 74.7%. 

Enthusiasm ran h igh during the 
contest as breathless messengers 
dashed continuously between the 
I.R.O. and the various out lying 
positions. No upsets hampered the 
attempts of the competing classes. 

In the absence of Commander 
"S" , the cup was presented to 
the winners by Lieut . J . Wi l le t t 
R'.N,, W l i n the school, who of­
fered his congratulations to the 
^.winning team and ^ t h e i r ins-
•wuctor. . 

Tel. Coder^Boast of 

Only S e a - ^ i n g Daily 
A N E W F O U N D L A N D P O R T — 

Crew members of the Castle class 
corvette H.M.C.S. Orangeville have 
laid proud claim to publication 
"the only sea-going daily in.-TR? 
North Atlantic". Their sheet is 
called "Etchings i n Salt" ifm it's 
breezy reports of messdeck doings 
have made it almost as popular as 
the daily issue of grog. 

Coder Frank Galvon of Blair-
more, Al ta . ana Surgeon-Lieut. 
Peter Playfair of Ottawa are the 
moving spirits of the paper. Each 
morning at sea, Galvon tunes into 
the B . B . C news and makes a digest 
of ' world events for "Etchings". 
Then Tel. Chris McGregor of Van­
couver and S. B . A . 4 E d Stiles of 
Toronto chip in with the latest 
buzzes and gossip from the mess-
decks. Promptly at 1030 the paper 
is run off on a ditto machine and 
distributed throughout the ship. 

None of the publishers has had 
professionnal experience, although 
Galvon worked on a club paper i n 
Blairmore before joining the Navy. 

Several Comms, Local Officers 
Honored on King's New Years Lists 

Captain Musgrave Receives O.B.E. Accountant Officer 
B.F. Gore'ey promoted to Paymaster Commander 

FLAG HOISTING 

Matheson Trophy Goes 
to "FN" for January 

Included i n His Majesty's New Years Honours lists which were 
released early in January were several Communications Ratings and 
Officer who have been connected with the Signal School. 

Among the eight awards to the Communications branch was 
The Order of The Br i t i sh Empire received by Captain A .P . Musgrave, 
Commanding Officer of the Signal School. 
Promotions were also received by 
eight officers well known to the 
Signal School, some of whom are 
at present in the School and some 
of whom are now carrying out du­
ties elsewhere. 

The Ship's Accountant Officer, 
Paymaster Commander B . F . Gore-
ly R.C.N.R. was promoted to that 
rank from Paymaster Lieut. Comdr. 
He has been with the School now 
for one year. To be Acting Inst­
ructional Lieut. Commanders are 
R . N . Ripley who was at one time 
on the Headmaster's staff here 
and W . B . MacLean M l in the 
school now. L t . Comdr. MacLean is 
also the coach of H.M.C.S. St.Hya-
cinthe's senior hockey team. Elect­
rical Lieutenant Commandant J .W. 
Loaring, head of the Radar Section 
of the school was confirmed in that 
rank from Acting Lieut. Comdr. 

Promotions to Lieut. Comdr. 
were also received by two Ex-St. 
Hyacinthe Officers. The recent P. 
M.O. Surgeon Lieut. Comdr. E . D. 
MacCharles and Lt . Comdr. (S.B.) 
R C. Labarge who was the first 
Special Services Officer in the 
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Signal School. 

AWARDS: 
O.B.E. 

Acting , Captain A. P. Musgrave 
K.O.N. (Temp) 
3 . E . M . (Mil i tary Division) 

Leading Signalman Wil l i am 
Hinshalwood R.C.N.V.R. 
M E N T I O N I N D E S P A T C H E S 

Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist 
John Leslie Matthews R.C.N. 

Petty Officer Telegraphist Rowel 
Joseph LaBelle R.C.N.V.R. 

Petty Officer Telegraphist Law­
rence Pentrieth Mann R.C.N. 
' Yeoman of Signals' James Wesley 

\incent R.C.N.V.R. 
Yeoman of.Signals George Ralph 

?,Mne R.C.N. 1 

Leading Telegraphist Harold 
Clifford Moon R.C.N. 

Able Seaman (Radar 1) George 
Wil l i am Dann R.C.N.V.R. 

P R O M O T I O N S 
TO B E P A Y M A S T E R C O M M A N D ­

E R : 
B .F . Gorely R.C.N.R. 

TO B E L I E U T C O M M A N D E R : 
R.C. DeWinton R.C.N.V.R. 

TO B E A C T I N G I N S T R U C T O R 
L I E U T . C O M M A N D E R : 
R . N . Ripley R.C.N.V.R. 
W . B . MacLean R.C.N.V.R. 

TO B E E L E C T R I C A L L I E U T E ­
N A N T C O M M A N D E R (Radar) : 
J.W, - Loaring R.C.N.V.R. 

T O ; B E S U R G E O N L I E U T E N A N T 
' C O M M A N D E R : 

" E .D. MacCharles R.C.N.V.R. 
TO B E L I E U T E N A N T C O M M A N D ­

E R (SB) : 
R.C. Labarge .R.C.N.V.R. 
In a separate list of honours 

approved by the King on the re­
commendation of the Bri t i sh Ad­
miralty, the names of forty two 
Royal Canadian Navy Personnel 
serving in Royal Navy ships were 
disclosed as having received awards. 
Among them is Marcus Buller 
Fennell, Leading Signalman, R.C. 
N.V.R. who. received a mention in 
despatches. • , * 

:-o-: 

Long With School 
R. P. 0. Clare Leaves 
Regulat ing Petty Officer Ber ­

nard Clare of London O n t , w ide , 
l y k n o w n member of the Signal 
School's crusher staff, left late 
this month for the east coast 
where he w i l l receive a new 
posting. 

With ample experience behind 
h im, Ber t transfered to Regulat­
ing duties i n M a r c h 1943 and 
came to St. Hyacinthe the fo l ­
lowing month. 'He has since made 
many friends here and w i l l be 
remembered for his jov ia l and 
pleasing personality. 

A l though it is not k n o w n yet 
where he w i l l be going, his post­
ing - w i l l in alT probality, be as 
Master A t A r m s since, he passed 
for his "Jaunty" short ly before 
leaving the Signal School. 

In sub-zero weather w i t h occa­
sional snow flurries, the monthly 
F l a g Hois t ing Competi t ion for 
the Matheson Trophy was again 
keenly contested. Interest s t i l l 
runs h igh among the V / S per­
sonnel and the F l a g S igna l l ing 
competition remains a closely 
contested feature of their months 
studies. S i x teams entered the 
first round wh ich resulted as 
follows: 
F L 19 V F P 3y 2 

F Q 11.2 V F N 20 
F K 17V2 V F M 11 

S E M I - F I N A L S 
F L 3y 2 V F N 24 

B y e — F K 
F I N A L S 

F N 26 Vz V F K 12 Vz 

Ably coached by Yeo. Lerner, 
" F N " , who last month were bad­
l y outclassed i n the first round, 
come back this month to tu rn 
i n a performance wh ich w i l l be 
hard to equal. Comdr. Matheson 
i n making the last presentation 
of the trophy before leaving to 
return to the R o y a l Navy , con­
gratulated the winners and ex­
pressed his thanks to a l l for their 
whole hearted support dur ing his 
appointment. In bidding h i m 
goodbye, the V / S department 
wishes h i m G o d Speed and suc­
cess i n his new appointment. 

Receives Award For 
Rescue Work 

Sig. Translates Message 
Reveals Vital 
Information 

O T T A W A — Among several other 
Naval personnal who, it was 
announced by Angus L . MacDonald 
recently, had received awards in 
connection with the sinking of H . 
M.C.S. Valleyfield, is Yeoman of 
Signals Irving Jack Kaplan, R.C.N. 
V.R.. a survivor of the "Valleyfield," 
who received a Mention in Des­
patches. Yeo. Kaplan's home is in 
Montreal. \ • 

This the second time he has been 
mentioned in despatches. The first 
was for "good service in attacks 
on enemy's sea communications," 

The recent citation accompanying 
the group of awards simply states 
that they are "for brave rescue 
work when H.M.C.S. "Valleyfield" 
was sunk on May 6, 1944. 

For services in Destroying an 
enemy submarine a Mention in 
Despatches was awarded to P . O . 
Tel. Jack A. Crossi, R.C.N.V.R. of 
Victoria B.C. P.O. Tel . Crossi is at 
present on the instructional stall 
in the Signal School. 

A BRITISH P O R T — How it ever 
Selected the landing field it did, is 
comething no one has been able 
to figure out, but the pigeon which 
dropped in on a tug forming part 
of a Normandy-bound convoy du­
ring the early days of the invasion, 
performed a meritous service by 
doing so. The pigeon was bearing 
a message which appeared to the 
tug's captain to be sealed army 
orders. 

Without loss of time the Pigeon 
was transfered to H.M.C.S. May­
flower and the contents of the mes­
sage were electrifying after they 
had been translated by Signalman 
Andre Belland, R.C.N.V.R., of Mon­
treal, serving in the "Mayflower", 

Despatched by a French patriot 
behind the German lines, the mes­
sage was written in French on two 
]Dng thin sheets of paper and con-
ained most secret and important 
nformation concerning positions of 

German anti-aircraft guns, flying 
omb sites, fortresses, troop train 
nd tank movements. 
Many words had been omitted, 

sentences were incomplete and 
other words were abbreviated. 
Most of the places and technical 
words in the message were unfami­
liar to Belland. However, such a 
good job of translation was done 
by the Signalman that he was re­
cently commendedi by Admiral ty 
or his work. 

So vital was the information that 
wireless silence was broken to noti­
fy shore authorities of the disco-

ery. The information was coded 
and sent on it's way, and it's safe 
o assume there were a few flying 

bomb platforms unoperational by 
he next night. 

"Little fault was found with the 
ranslation," said Lieut. Martin, 

Skipper of the "Mayflower", "Due 
o Signalman Belland, otherwise un-
eadable portions of the text were 

translated' intelligently wi th con­
sequent saving of time and possible 
life." 

Once Signal Officer now 
Commander-Of-the-Port 

A N E W F O U N L A N D PORT: — 
Commander H . Kingsley, R.C.N., of 
Iforth Vancouver, veteran of 28 
years' continuous service in the 
Navy, has taken over new duties 
as Commander-of-the-Port in this 
Atlantic base. 

He succeeds Acting Captain H . 
W. Balfour, V.C. , R.C.N.V.R., of 
Saskatoon, Sask., now Commanding 
Officer of H.M.C.S. Stadacona in 
Halifax. 

As a midshipman and sub-lieute-
ant young Kingsley served in the 

Brit ish Battle ships Er in and Royal 
Sovereign and become a specialist 
n signals. His first appointment in 
he present war was as west-coast 
ignal Officer at Esquimalt. 

Also mentioned in despasches 
posthumously is Telegraphist Harry 
Norman, a Royal Navy rating who 
was taking passage in the ship. 

LOVELY mORWING ISNT I T / 


