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Saturday, June 23 mark-
ed the official opening of
the Leading Hands Lounge
in H.M.C.S. St. Hyacinthe
with their first dance. Lo-
cated in the Old Chiefs
and Petty Officers Mess,
the new Killicks Lounge
is Comfortably furnished
and has its own canteen.
Wives and Lady Friends
of the hookies attended
the dance and may be
seen below, making the
best of a good evenings
entertainment. Upper shot
shows L/Coder J.C. Smil-
lie. Canteen Mgr. mixing
a potent brew aided by
Ly Smn. J. A. Hartling
standing at right.

R.C.N. Photo's King

"Redskins" from "Uganda" Place
Secondin Novel War Canoe Race

WITH THE BRITISH PACIFIC n I
FLEET — The "Maoris" of New Regre‘[ Felt as "Yorker ,
Only Navy Weekly, Folds

Zealand and the "Redskins" of

Canada showed the way when ships

if  the British Pacific Fleet held a

war canoe race during a lullin Wl learn this month that one of

operations recently. our most popular contemporary
Hin from the New Zealand- Navy newspapers has just closed

manned  cruiser H.M.S. Gambia shop. The "Yorker", theonly Naval

nosed outthe Canucks byhalf a weekly, went to press with the

boat-length to place first in thefinal issue onJune 25, and we feel

race, which was witnessed by sure that allex-York ratings will

thousands of officers and men |iexperience a pang of lament on

ning the decks of powerful car- learning that they will no longer
riers, battle-wagons ~and other be able to take a "flying trip"
ships. Sixteen other ships of theback to D.H.Q. viathe entertain-

fleet were represented inthe race. ) pages of their favorite tabloid.

Many ofthecrews showed up at The Editor-in-chief, A/LS Annis
the starting line infull war paint, Stukus ofrugby fame has been res-
headdress and regalia, complete ponsible, together with his present
with tom-toms to inspire the padd- staff and hispredecessors, for a
lers. Uganda arrived on the scene bang-up job inthe history of Navy
with a striking Totem Pole at thepublications and it is with deep
head ofthe boat, the work of Lieut. personal regret that we hear that
6. Mills, of Toronto. Whalers had the Yorker has "hitthe streets”
to beused as "canoes". fr thelast time.

Your family and friends want

YOUR PHOTOGRAPH

I N THAT Pf E W UNIFORM

HAVE IT MADE NOW!

Arrange for a silling at

STUDIO DESNOYERS ETVRO.
(. HAMEL, prop.

1654 CASCADES TEL.806
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Premature Depth Charge Explosion
Fatal to 4 Comms. Injures 7 Others ovare weil'inown co'ait vork

Only Two Members of Communications

Mess Escape Uninjured

Shortly after a successful at
tack onan enemy submarine while
i company with two other Cana
dian frigates, H.M.C.S. Strathadain
experienced a premature explosion
n board that cost the livesof
st ratings and injured nine othe

the injured were Communications
ratings. Actual date of the occur-
ence has notbeen released.

"Stiathadam" mas investigating
i submarine contact and Officers
and men on watch had closed up
in readiness for action. General
action stations had not been sound-
4 however and many of the cr-iw
were below decks when the acci-
dental explosion occurred,

Flying metal perforated the fore-
castle deck and punched holes in
the upper deck equipment. The
most severe damage was sustained
in  the deckhead above thecommu-
nications mess andit wasin this

Flag Hoisting
Yank Victory by "FV"

The first American flag hoisting

rs. Four of thedead and seven of competition held in H.M.C. Signal

School was nobly fought forand
the opposition successfully routed,
being ably deployed by Yeoman
Ballinger, the coach, to whom a
great deal ofthe credit isdue. The
spirit displayed by the winning

team is to be commended. We are
sure that this spirit will carry on
to actual operations. Congratula-
tions"FV"!

Following is the boxscore:
Team P W L D Pts.
X . 4 0 4 0 O
il 4 4 o o 8
W 4 2 2 o0 4

part of the ship that most of the4 EXtI‘a CIaWS fOF

casualties occurred.

0f 13 men
time, four were Killed
were seriously wounded, three bad-
ly hurt and
others suffered minor hurts. One
it the bridge lookouts was killed
when a steel splinter hit him under
the chin.

Yeoman of Signals lan McKellar
o Montreal
uninjured men inthecomms. mess.

" heard a big bang" he said,
"and saw a flash of light. All ou
messtraps were smashed."

Assisting Strathadara's doctor —
Surgeon Lieutenant D.D  McKer-
cher — inthe treatment ofthe
wounded men was Surgeon Lieute
nant John Drummond of H.M.C.f.
Thetford Mines, one of the other
frigates. The third ship was H.M-
¢S L a Hulloise.

Following is a list of the casudl
ties: i

John Charles Griffin C.
Telegraphist, New Westminster,
C

James Thorpe FRIEND,
raphist, New Westminster, B.C.

Dennis  William Andrew Mc-
EWEN, Leading Tel., North Bend,
B(.

\
Teleg-

Clifford Irvin FURDY, Coder,
Vancouver, B.C.

INJURED

Thomas McLAY, O/Tel., Kimber-
ly, B.C.

John Frank CTJLLEN,
phist, Ottawa, Ont.

Charles Robert KENNEDY, Sign-
alman, Calgary, Alta.

Harry Franklin STOLIKER, O/
Signalman, Belleville, Ont.

Kenneth Carl COULTER, O/Tel,
Moose Jaw, Sask.

Telegra-

Wilho Edward MAKI, Coder,
Fort William, Ont.

Russell MALEWICH, Signalman,
Edmonton, Alta.

Was in School for First
Wren Officer's "S" Course
Now "Flag" to It-Admiral

Lieutenant Marion O'Toole, W.R.
C.N.'S., of Montreal, who in Jan-
uary 1943 successfully passed out
with the first Wren Officer's™S"
class from the Signal School, now
has the distinction of being the
first Flag Lieutenant in the Cana-

dian Navy. She wasrecently ap- ~
Although there are as many as 33

pointed "Flag" to Rear-Admiral H.
i Reid, C.B.,R.C.N., Naval Mem-

in the mess at the
and two

all but two of the M

was one of the twd€ro ¢ ;
i nevertheless does give one a bit

Added Protection!

odd-looking creature has late-
ly been seen in theenvirons ofH.
M.C.S. St. Hyacinthe. This freak
f nature is that most popular of
Sailors' pets, the ships' cat. While
the freakishness of our particular
is perhaps nottoo noticeable,
of

a shock to find a seven-toed

rforepaw gently playing with one's

32 inch bell-bottoms.

Another oddity that isalso quite
striking are the kitten's eyes. In-
stead ofthe usual detached, almost
supercilious! stare of the normal
feline, ourpet's eyes are soft and
friendy, their colour having the
gentle sheen of bronze velvet. But,
through bitter experience, oie soon

learns that behind that, velvet
rjiask, il'"re still lurks trj lordly
Jungle.
J>tease or
Ni vidualist,
thosetwo
~e for mere
deci>-,,, However,
when trt. y the proper
amount of t. our famous

young freak o f toiseshell color-
i  responds with all the kittenish
pranks at his command.
justly proud of ourmast recent
addition to the Ship's Company-
Long may he live!

JULY 1945

Pat Has Had It!

of Signals Pat

en, has finally called a halt to
his Navy life. With a record such
as his wefeel that here is a man
o really deserves a hand on
civvy street.

Pat has fifty-two years service
time behind himand his records
will show that he hassailed with
ships covering every part of the
world. He was over ageat the be-
ginning of this war butstill inall
has had five and a half years of
it

Chief O'Hare is sixty-nine years
f ageand prior to this war he
served eleven years with the army
"just to keep hishand in".

It aresure that Patwill enjoy
that spot ofrest with "the missus”
that he intends to take. Good luck
Pat and happy sailing.

"Matane" is Victim Glider
Bomb; Signalman  Missing

A BRITISH NAVAL BASE :
While on anti-submarine patrol se-
e miles off Ushant in the ap-
proaches to the English Channel,
the Canadian built Frigate H.M.C.
S. Matane was struck by a glider
bomb from a German Dornier some
time before V-E day, it was an-
nounced recently inOttawa. Among
the casualties reported was Signal-
man Douglas Waterhouse of Brant-
ford Ontario who was reported
missing. Two other men are miss-
in, onedied of wounds and 11
others were seriously wounded.

Second Canadian fighting ship
reported hitbya glider bomb, Ma-
tane was in company with three
other Canadian frigates when the
Lutwaffe struck—H.M.C;S. Swan-
sea, H.M.C.S. Stormont and H.M.
CS. Meon.

Earlier in the day a German
Junkers 188 had been observed
shadowing the Canadian group, a
report that created considerable
surprise as practically no German
planes had been operating above
these waters since D-day. Mosqui-
toes were sent out to pijovide aerial
eover butat 2000, without having
seen any sign ofenemy aerial act-
ivity, returned to their base.

One hour later the Dorniers
struck.

Matane, the only ship fated to
feel the Lutwaffe's sting, fell vic-
tim to the second bomb released.
It glanced off her after gun deck,
exploding alongside causing con-

We aresiderable damage. It hasalso been

announced however, that she re-
turned to operational services
again before V-E day.

Shipbuilding Town Last Port
f Call for Many R.C.N. Ships

CREWS FROM DECOMMISSIONED SHIPS
PASS THROUGH SIGNAL SCHOOL

Canada's small ships have been
bnilt, has now become the port of

learn French.

AS ow Crews from tbe following sbips
DeCOmmlSSlOnlng for many corvet- have passed through the S|gna|
tes, minesweepers and Fairmiles school to date:
and has already received more Edmunston — Agassiz — Arvida
than twenty ships. - Calgary — Buctouche — Mata-
Crews from these ships which Podia — Cobalt — Longbranch—
are now “"paying Off" stop in thePawson — Dauphln_—\{Ve.tasklwm
Signal School where their trans- -~ Chambly — Chicoutimi — Co-

portation is arranged back to thebourg — and also Fairmiles of the

coast. In the majority ofcases the
crews arrive in the morning and go
n draft again the same night.

Perhaps the most unusual event
i thetown's history was the arri-
i of some 300 Indian merchant
seamen who have been billeted in
an army camp near by. Some of
them, it is learned, areexploring
the intricacies of baseball—a game
they have never seen played oefore
and are becoming quite expert.

different languages spoken amongst

72nd and77th Fairmile Flotilla.

Some of the communications ra-
tings were kept here in St.Hy.
They are: L/Tel S. Taylor—L/Slg
L. Mahoney L/Tel E.G.Harrison—
L/Tel R. Coldwell — Sig. T/OL.
Fierce—Tel. S. Moncrieff — L/Tel
L. Rossiter— Sig. G. Cowie— L/Tel
I. Buchan—L/Sig G. Dalgleish —
Sy T/O L. Svsinson—Tel R. Wal-
ton —Tel. G. Nachtical —Tl E.
Fogg — Tel. H. Wright — Sig. R.
Hope—O/Sig. WW. Johnstone —Sig.
. MacKenzie—Sig. D. Mersereau—
Tel M. Wright.

ber of the Canadian Joint Staff in them’ they are enthusiastic to SoreL Quebec’ where many of
Washington.
Upon Completion of her course Telephone 30
here, Lieut. O'Toole was appointed
to Washington and has been a
Communications Officer there ever
since. Her present appointment |_ . B E I_A N G E R
combines theduties ofFlag Lieute-
nant and Confidential Books Offi- ORY CLEANER ANDDYER
cer.
Licensed "SANITONE"™ Cleaner
Second Officer Mareen Stuart-
Clarke, flag Lieutenant to Sir Al Work Guaranteed
James Somerville, Admiral of the
Fleet, is theonly woman to hold
; similar position 1565 L AFRAMBOISE ST.

in the Royal
Navy.

SAINT-HYACINTHE

QUEBEC.



